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Dear Taoiseach,
On St. Patrick’s Day March 17th the Eucharistic Congress bell, akin to the Olympic torch,
will visit St. Peter’s in Rome and herald the 50th International Eucharistic Congress to
be held in Dublin. Each day from June 10-17th 25,000 people from 5 continents will
take part in events to celebrate ‘Communion with Christ and with one another.’ 80,000
will gather in Croke Park for the closing ceremonies. This will have enormous spiritual
and economic benefits for the capital at a time when many of our people struggle with
material despair and suicide is commonplace.
The feast of our patron saint would be a unique occasion to extend an invitation, on
behalf of the Irish People, to Pope Benedict XVI to visit Ireland for the Congress.
On Wed Jan 18th 61 TD’s, 14 senators and 6 government reps met with constituent
supporters from the national lay initiative Ireland Stand Up. There was overwhelming
support from Oireachtas members for an invitation to be sent to Pope Benedict XVI and
for a reversal of the decision to close our Irish Embassy to the Holy See in view of our
historic diplomatic ties and recognition as an independent state in 1929.
I am confident that you share the views of your oireachtas colleagues in respect of an
invite to Pope Benedict XVI and the restoration of Villa Spada as our resident Embassy
to the Holy See.
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